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Special Day
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Special Day

Remembering the courage and sacrifice of the Karen fallen heroes on this 74rd Martyrs' Day, August 12th.

Let's honor their legacy by continuing to strive for a future that upholds their ideals. Saw Ba Oo Gyi's 4
principles:

1- For us, surrender is out of the question

2- The recognition of the Karen State must be complete.
3- We shall retain our arms.

4- We shall decide our own political destiny.

#KarenMartyrsDay #RememberingTheHeros #karen #Karen_Martyrs #karenrevolution
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/karenmartyrsday?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWghnh2jSM68B8EAeKFR5UY4g4dLwAJ59PChxNtx48qnuBvClbeLItP2ULm_gzfS_j05q-jstbNxl58p8MtW6rTeu063wIr5tx1fs-6e5mK9apo29TaoqrKw23rcVlNhE4jlSIK8RFaYP6FUTUftwDdYifOPA8NoYxHxnBUvyJbUBij-nOlbItmEzn0z_6x-Hw&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rememberingtheheros?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWghnh2jSM68B8EAeKFR5UY4g4dLwAJ59PChxNtx48qnuBvClbeLItP2ULm_gzfS_j05q-jstbNxl58p8MtW6rTeu063wIr5tx1fs-6e5mK9apo29TaoqrKw23rcVlNhE4jlSIK8RFaYP6FUTUftwDdYifOPA8NoYxHxnBUvyJbUBij-nOlbItmEzn0z_6x-Hw&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/karen?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWghnh2jSM68B8EAeKFR5UY4g4dLwAJ59PChxNtx48qnuBvClbeLItP2ULm_gzfS_j05q-jstbNxl58p8MtW6rTeu063wIr5tx1fs-6e5mK9apo29TaoqrKw23rcVlNhE4jlSIK8RFaYP6FUTUftwDdYifOPA8NoYxHxnBUvyJbUBij-nOlbItmEzn0z_6x-Hw&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/karen_martyrs?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWghnh2jSM68B8EAeKFR5UY4g4dLwAJ59PChxNtx48qnuBvClbeLItP2ULm_gzfS_j05q-jstbNxl58p8MtW6rTeu063wIr5tx1fs-6e5mK9apo29TaoqrKw23rcVlNhE4jlSIK8RFaYP6FUTUftwDdYifOPA8NoYxHxnBUvyJbUBij-nOlbItmEzn0z_6x-Hw&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/karenrevolution?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWghnh2jSM68B8EAeKFR5UY4g4dLwAJ59PChxNtx48qnuBvClbeLItP2ULm_gzfS_j05q-jstbNxl58p8MtW6rTeu063wIr5tx1fs-6e5mK9apo29TaoqrKw23rcVlNhE4jlSIK8RFaYP6FUTUftwDdYifOPA8NoYxHxnBUvyJbUBij-nOlbItmEzn0z_6x-Hw&__tn__=*NK*F

Karen Wrist-Tying Ceremony




© oC

ocC [of [of (of \C (o o e o
O(Z/O)/JOJC/;, 0’3161° 1, 200010033 02181C01NNO1 NN PO3MN
Co c- e ~ e 6C e O o C o e o . O (=}
® Q151$0C01. 001 1321 0020POD1000), 01003300100, MVO0T00131
L L c c o L L

038(72 OQIDOJLOIS:)OS ﬁGIOD(To)ZC\)iPQ)L

c /) e 0 c __¢
021010 1MD 01D 830’)(\?0(\?1(\7

demobodagdedeodd
dh-onsepm aifi-tan




Culture

00891 mocms o133 U.)'IC\)'I. oowlm 133@°
op.9.JoJg © 110 ™M™ 91(\):)(\)13 2001303 cr)1c\)1091491c0c“13'ae°® 920025 30901 51 pmspooa']cop‘?
P' (o oC C o
oo, OJ'IGlf)d)'l()’i“lSBlCDPUNQ'LSBISBPOOD'IOOJ'I saepoo oooom NHR01S q?wo mooporﬂs oopoop
eC C © o] cC ©e ¢C OO0
0P oowp 30001ooooo1oo1wpco1m1cooopmzapoaz,ep(o §P1. 9010031020031 oowlq?wmooapoo
e C ©o o C (o] C
wpoma)pwoo p3§paSL cmomoopm 1ooan391 mempoaao mmmqjlmpo 9100960093’]00(99 ee
Qo2 smomopoo%loo pé] 8 m’)cms 00130 oo1m10oe oH (ﬁooqpooqp%pcnpoowe énewoooe
oC
qi]oapoocop mcosoorzcoewwapoo(op 91§101§13 emns’apcouoo 010 PWPUIGED 0IV100Y|132625D
m (_ln C\)’)C\'.)'IS 09130 oo1m1 0100 eoopé]ooco paopoo 231001 mocm 0 ']oo1mloopmloos 00130°
oo1cmoo1mloopcmoo oO1MOTIVD mes*am1e1°oo1§upm1 "oopooooq? o1 MI0DS: e1e1oopoo
q?upomoo m1salooeooﬁsaooo CU1OJ161(X)1G)CC\)1(I)(\'DC\)'I§ 00130 o1 mlsawé]sapom1 1002 013 39
o01" 3201 g100 eoop:ﬂ (0233lonul)Hs0sHd. sq?apsaoao 09100 oopoo oaapspenpo 200 oocopooop
ooccmsaowps'acs oo1o °pm133mwmo3 saooo upml 9130993993 01620 "ewao oo§1331 ol
mpeoop.?loopoopoo 201 coscooopa)pmcopmm\):)cms T 91090101331@109133&13991
spo§ cm "
m 9100191&)303 331039031@133191009 \R oooocoweco smowlq?upcm on1e1ad m@91 C\DC\)'I'3°
09130 oo1m1091elpoo1oqjl 01525 oowmmm 90)90313 09130 soba Samn e (.\)'I.OOPC\'.)'LOOOE 201
ﬁaml :mﬁmeoopooeo cmomqjloopocmza 1 ompo§upm1

#KECD #communicationandadvocacy #karen education and culture department



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/kecd?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWfm-OQBcAwqTUjsRNofXiD24hTspDPKfFYHkXJhn8V9IYpWftzhc651EpoPMn-S-vs_iKB8xfhIJM6ZDE8chNA26dVnhPPp2MFQ_ncTzaOPYORjoyTjFwZg0-RPAHnFHNb1NtV6qBb7BbX_HkDMX-XwDkJ-Uz7AWCoJyTRNCOVaX5BwgCFSMVJPRx0trPj6QA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/communicationandadvocacy?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWfm-OQBcAwqTUjsRNofXiD24hTspDPKfFYHkXJhn8V9IYpWftzhc651EpoPMn-S-vs_iKB8xfhIJM6ZDE8chNA26dVnhPPp2MFQ_ncTzaOPYORjoyTjFwZg0-RPAHnFHNb1NtV6qBb7BbX_HkDMX-XwDkJ-Uz7AWCoJyTRNCOVaX5BwgCFSMVJPRx0trPj6QA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/karen_education_and_culture_department?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWfm-OQBcAwqTUjsRNofXiD24hTspDPKfFYHkXJhn8V9IYpWftzhc651EpoPMn-S-vs_iKB8xfhIJM6ZDE8chNA26dVnhPPp2MFQ_ncTzaOPYORjoyTjFwZg0-RPAHnFHNb1NtV6qBb7BbX_HkDMX-XwDkJ-Uz7AWCoJyTRNCOVaX5BwgCFSMVJPRx0trPj6QA&__tn__=*NK-R
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Incident

Wind storm demolished school construction

On April 28/2024, Hpa-An District, Lu Pleh Township, Htee Moh Htee school Construction(#7028) was tore apart
by a powerful wind storm. The school building, which had been constructed by the community many years ago,
was unable to withstand the force of the storm due to its deteriorated condition.

The community reported that the building had become rotten over time, however due to the poverty within the
community, they plan to fix the broken part of the existing construction and continue using the school building.
2023-2024 Academic Year, there are 57 schoolgirls and 65 schoolboys studying at the school. And the condition
of the building threatens the safety of the students, it's might present a risk of harm.

The SAC purposefully fired artillery shells into the village

The previous coups, along with military coup in 2021, have created numerous challenges and obstacles for the
Karen Education and Culture Department. The military has shelled villages with artillery, bombed school
infrastructure, attacked and threatened schools, and used soft power (e.g. forcing the installation of their
teachers into KECD schools; using religious leaders to deceive villagers and subvert local school systems) to
undermine the Karen education system. These tragic acts of atrocity and crimes against humanity are still
ongoing.

On the afternoon of May 12, 2024, in Doo Tha Htu (Thaton) district, Tha Htu township, Shway Yaw Pya village, the
SAC purposefully fired artillery shells into the village, resulting in injuries to civilians.Among the victims was a 13-
year-old Grade 7 student attending Shway Yaw Pya Middle School (#1111), Sustained leg injuries. The victims'
families are traumatized and facing deep financial burdens as they try to secure treatment for the direct victims
in these difficult circumstances.

Witnessing the tragic incidents, the Karen Education and Culture Department shares the same feeling as the
families. We hope these abusive acts, violations, and criminal behaviors will end immediately in our community.




Incident

SAC Artillery Bombardments Threaten the New School Year

On June 14 2024, the SAC based in Wai Toe Ray, Ler Mu Lah Township, Mergui-Tavoy District, shelled artillery
into Sibyet village, Htee Moe Pya area, striking the school campus. This violation resulted in damage to the new
school infrastructure and created a threat to the school's reopening.

A local officer reported, "The school building was recently completed. However, the school could not open yet
because of the armed conflict causing displacement. Due to the conflict, an SAC mortar struck the school, but
fortunately, it caused no injuries to students or teachers.In Ler Mu Lah Township, schools could not be opened
because of the armed conflict and displacement. Some students have moved to other townships, while others
have returned home." Similarly, last April, two schools were destroyed by SAC jet fighter bombings.

On July 11, 2024, the SAC violently shelled artillery (122 mm) into Tho Ni Doh village, Daw Hpa Hko Township, Taw Oo
District. Unfortunately, this criminal act brutally killed an innocent person and injured one student and two community
members.

Saw Stiven Noble Oo, a ten-year-old grade four student attending Tho Ni Doh (#2161), son of the Saw Steper Noe (life lost)
and Naw Mee Ngae, was injured near his eye.The child's mother, already suffering from the loss of her husband, is now
facing traumatic stress as she must also provide treatment for her child. This incident has saddened us deeply, and we
share the same grief as the victims' families.Since the military coup, the SAC has targeted communities, schools, and
religious sites every month. Last June, a school in the Mergui-Tavoy district was attacked, and in May, the SAC attacked a
community, injuring one student
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Incident

Flooding at Mae Tha Wah Hta Middle School

During July, due to continuous heavy rain, many civilians in Karen State and throughout Myanmar are facing a
flooding disaster. In the education sector, some schools need to close because of flooding. On July 26,2024 in
HPa-An District, Lu Pleh Township, Mae Tha Wah Hta Middle School was flooded due to nonstop rain for more
than ten days. Now (26/7/2024), some school buildings in lower-lying areas are completely flooded.

A local leader said, "The school is located in a lower part of the land near the river. When the river overflows, the
school gets flooded.

On August 13, 2024, between 5:00 am and 7:00 am, the State Administration Council (SAC) conducted a drone attack on Yin
Dway Koh Primary School in Ler Doh Township, Kler Lwe Htu District. This attack resulted in the demolition and damage of
the school building (school materials) and a public hospital.

According to local reports, "the community has been experiencing daily attacks and artillery shelling, which sometimes
result in loss of life. However, in this particular incident, there were no reported injuries to community members or
students."
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SAC troops shelled a school in Kler Lwee Htoo District on August 21, 2024. Five schoolchildren were injured and the school
shelter was damaged. A community leader said that the shelling happened during school hours and that a bomb struck a
temporary learning center. KECD is calling for immediate action to address the violations of education and human rights.
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Interview with : Naw New Temple Htun

Q: What’s your name and where were you born?

My name is Naw New Temple Htun and | was born in Maw Poe Kay, Hpa-An District, Kawthoolei.

Q: What are your earliest memories?

I spent only a few years in my beautiful village before it was invaded by SPDC soldiers. A vivid childhood memory is of when
we, along with other villagers, had to flee and hide beside the Moei River Bank under gunfire. We crossed the river into
Thailand at midnight to escape the SLORC (State Law and Order Restoration Council) soldiers and settled in a refugee
camp called K’ Maw Lay Ko, where | began my life as a refugee. Occasionally, we returned to our village to gather
vegetables and fruits until it fell completely under SLORC control. In 1988, my family moved to Wor Lay Village in Do PlaYa
District, Karen State, where | started my studies as a Kindergarten student. | initially disliked being a Kindergarten student
because it was meant for very young children. After three days, | told my mother | wouldn’t continue unless | could advance
to Grade One. After a few weeks, my teacher assessed me, and | was permitted to move up. Unfortunately, Wor Lay came
under SLORC control in 1990, forcing us to relocate again to the Maw Ker refugee camp in Thailand.

Q: Can you walk me through your educational experiences?

| graduated from Maw Ker High School in 1999. Despite many challenges, my elementary school years were filled with joy
and good fellowship within our supportive Karen community. However, everything changed in 1996 with the establishment
of the DKBA. Their activities instilled fear in us, as DKBA soldiers sometimes attacked and burned our camp.

As | approached the end of high school, | was deeply worried about my future education. At that time, there were very few
English-teaching schools for post-grade ten students, and they were expensive. Many Grade Ten graduates typically
became teachers, nurses, or entrepreneurs due to limited opportunities. Coming from an ordinary family, | was anxious
about affording further education. Fortunately, the Further Studies Program (FSP) was introduced, providing new
opportunities for high school graduates. | took the entrance exam, passed, and was able to join the program. The FSP
offered a challenging curriculum in GED subjects, but with the support of friends, teachers and family, | completed it while
residing at the Mae La camp. Then in 2002, | participated in the ICFC program in Chiang Mai and completed the GED
certificate. In 2004, | enrolled at Mission College and graduated with a degree in Education and Psychology in May 2008.

Q: What have been the major turning points in your life?

After graduation, | began working as a teacher in the Special English Program (SEP). When the former principal resettled to
a third country, | was appointed principal. Managing the program was a significant challenge due to my limited
management experience, but with support from seasoned colleagues, | successfully navigated this role. In 2008, SEP
transitioned to a higher education program under the oversight of KRCEE. | continued teaching there for five years and
found it deeply rewarding to see our graduates making positive contributions to their communities.

Q: Could you describe your journey to leading the Bureau of Basic Education at KECD?

In 2013, | joined KECD as a Basic Education Officer. With only a few staff in KECD at central level. Initially, | had to rely
heavily on other staff members due to my lack of experience in the role, and | was also balancing my responsibilities as a
mother to a toddler. However, | turned this challenge into a motivation to enhance my skills and performance. After a year,
| gained a better understanding of my role and began to see areas where | could contribute more effectively to the
department.

Q: Can you share some of the challenges you face?

Reflecting on my journey, | often felt undeserving of the positions | held due to my lack of formal qualifications and limited
political knowledge. Growing up in a refugee camp, | had little understanding of the structure of Karen administrations,
such as townships, districts, and centers. At times, | felt criticized for not meeting expectations in my roles. For instance, |
was required to travel to my work field in Karen State, but couldn’t because | had no one to care for my toddler. Balancing
work and childcare was challenging, making fieldwork difficult. Additionally, | felt that my lack of qualifications affected my
ability to perform as effectively as | wanted to.

Q: What do you most appreciate about your role?

Despite the challenges, | take immense pride in contributing to the Karen Education and Culture Department. We often
face criticism, but we remain steadfast and never give up. The Karen people deeply value peace, hard work, and
perseverance, especially when it comes to their children's education, even in difficult times. Their unwavering dedication
inspires me to work even harder to enhance Karen education.

Q: Do you have any words of encouragement for Karen youth?

A: We warmly invite all young Karen people living abroad to return and contribute to the advancement of Karen education.
While encouragement is valuable, your presence and active involvement are crucial. We need your fresh ideas, skills, and
knowledge of modern education to help propel our education department forward. Your participation is essential for our
collective progress.
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YOUR SUPPORT CAN
Testi mony MAKE A LASTING

IMPACT
from

LISTEN TO THEIR

HEART

Teacher

“ Aung San Tin Win said, teachers in Kawthoolei
areas often begin their careers out of a sense of
duty or passion for education. However, after one
or two years in the profession, many are forced to
leave due to the constant struggle to make ends
meet. The financial challenges they face each
month make it difficult for them to sustain their
livelihood.

For our teachers, it is crucial to consider
adequate monthly support. Without this, not
only do they suffer, but the quality of education
is also impacted. Ensuring that teachers have the
financial stability they need is essential for

maintaining a strong and effective education
system."
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Contact Us

Karen Education and Culture Department (KECD)
Email : communicationandadvocacyofficer@proton.me
: communicationandadvocacymanager@proton.me

Website  :www.kecdktl.org

Facebook :www.facebook.com/kecdktl

Twitter : @karen_kecd

Instagram : karen_kecd

Youtube :KECD KTL

Office : PO Box 4,Mae Sot, Tak 63110, THAILAND




